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from abuse. "The Secretary is presumed to
acquire the best knowledge of the subject of
finance of any member of the community. Now,
if this House is to act on the best knowledge
of circumstances, it seems to follow logically
that the House must obtain the evidence from
that officer: the best way of doing this will be
publicly from the officer himself, by making it
his duty to furnish us with it." In one of those
eloquent passages which brighten the records of
debate whenever Ames spoke at any length,
he pictured the difficulties that had to be sur-
mounted. "If we consider the present situation
of our finances, owing to a variety of causes,
we shall no doubt perceive a great, although
unavoidable confusion throughout the whole
scene; it presents to the imagination a deep, dark,
and dreary chaos; impossible to be reduced to
order without the mind of the architect is clear
and capacious, and his power commensurate to the
occasion." He asked, "What improper influ-
ence could a plan reported openly and officially
have on the mind of any member, more than if the
scheme and information were given privately
at the Secretary's office?" Merely to call for
information would not be advantageous to the